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Dear Georgia families,

When | visit schools across our state, I'm always reminded that what truly shapes a child’s
education isn’t found in a manual on a shelf. It's found in people — in the connections between
teachers and students, between families and schools, between communities and classrooms.

As we celebrate Family Engagement Month in November, | want to thank you for the
relationships you build each day. You are your child’s first and most important teacher, and
when families and educators work together, students grow.

At the Georgia Department of Education, we believe strong partnerships between families and
schools are the heart of student success. We can have the best standards and resources in
the world, but they don’t mean much without the trust and teamwork that start at home.

This November, | encourage you to stay connected: read with your child, check in about what
they’re learning, attend school events, or simply take time to talk and listen. Every small
gesture builds a bridge between home and school that helps your child thrive.

Our shared goal is simple: preparing all students for life. Through the relationships you build —
with your children, their teachers, and their schools — you’re making that possible.

Because at the end of the day, it's not programs or policies that make the difference — it's
relationships.

Richard Woods
State School Superintendent
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