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In the 1920's, amidst the beginning of a new era, an aspiring artist named Salvador Dali 

joined a group of artists who dreamed of a new way to express themselves. Thus began the 

Surrealism movement; this form of expression would allow the artist to hypothetically "unlock" 

their subconscious. It allowed the artist to include an enhanced sense of emotional intimacy in 

their works. This art movement was a clash of past movements; it evoked strong Rationalist 

techniques while also using the freeing concepts of Dada. As the movement grew, so did 

Salvador Dali's reputation as a prominent Surrealist artist. Dali used many facets of the 

Surrealism movement to evoke a desired emotion from his viewers. Some specific areas that Dali 

focused on included his use of juxtaposition, the dreamlike quality present in his works, as well 

as his use of reoccurring themes. All of these reasons contribute to the notion that Salvador 

Dali was a larger-than-life presence during the creation of the Surrealism movement. 

Introduction
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To answer the question of how Salvador Dali used the elements of the Surrealism 

movement to draw emotion from his viewers, his beginnings as not only a Surrealist 

painter, but also as an artist must be investigated. In his early years even, it was apparent 

that Salvador Dali had a passion for creating art. Starting near the beginning, in 1910, 

Salvador Dali was enrolled at the Hispano-French school of the Immaculate Conception 

in Figueres. There Dali learned French; this language would later become a key element 

in which to help in his immersion into the Surrealism movement. 

Dali spent much time on the outskirts ofFigueres at the Moli de la Torre estate. This 

estate was owned by artists and intellectuals; the Pichot Family (Salvador-dali.org). 

There Salvador Dali discovered impressionism. Impressionism as a movement was the 

movement admired for its focus on the presence of light. Most works created in the 

impressionist period were modem, focusing on the current "here and now" rather than 

the past. Pieces during this time captured scenes of everyday life and seemingly 

mundane middle class activities like shopping, working, recreational activities and 

landscapes from everyday life. Artists during this movement focused on minimizing the 

appearance of brush strokes and attempted to create an illusion of a smooth surface. The 

movement was filled with soft lines, blended colors, and a new perspective on scenes 

taken from everyday life. By the year 1920, Dali was determined to become a painter. 

His father convinced him to travel to Madrid where he would attend and study at the 

Fine Arts School. There he learned many useful techniques and gained a teaching degree 

(Salvador-dali.org). 

Indicative of low-grade research sources? It's all internet based...
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Salvador Dali strived to improve his techniques of art in the 20th century. He tried to

apply his artistry to many different styles of art; such as Impressionism, a style which he was 

already quite familiar with in his youth, Pointillism, Futurism, and Cubism. Dali found that 

although his pieces that fell into each of these movements were good paintings, but did not 

express his inner emotions and visions as an artist (Salvador-dali.org). He felt that none of the 

above movements could provide a good enough representation of these visions and didn't know 

where he as an artist would fit in. Salvador Dali continued to feel lost as an artist until he 

discovered the Surrealism movement and the community of artists involved in the creation of 

this movement. 

"The Surrealism movement was founded in Paris by a small group of writers and artists 

who sought to channel the unconscious as a means of power to unlock the imagination 

(theartstory.org)." These artists craved a new and different movement that would help them to 

express their imagination without restrictions. Modem day, "Surrealism has come to be seen as 

the most influential movement in twentieth century art (theartstory.org)." Surrealists believed 

that revelations and creativity could be found even in the most ordinary places 

(theartstory.org). 

The bibliography and citations are a mess.
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It's not until page 4 (of a ten page essay) that the student begins to address the essay question...

Quote not attributed:
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There seems to be some confusion over the distinction between emotion and idea, anxiety, subconscious etc.

What emotions exactly - and how are they 'evoked'?
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And

And

And

Sure there's some analysis, but not about what these emotions are or what the connection 
with surrealism might be - it's implied, but not explained.

Discussion is similarly present but weak.

The references are from general sources and are descriptive/informative, but not critical.
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And again, it's merely suggested, not explained or analysed. 

Seems to suggest that the use of colour + surrealist imagery = the evocation of 
emotion (but whether these emotions are too mysterious  or too obvious to 
explain is anyone's guess.)
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Some of the argument is even okay, but has nothing to do with the ostensible essay topic. 
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continues, changes are made; in this image Dali refers to the discovery of quantum mechanics 

which leads to new technology and weapons. 

Conclusion

In reflection of all three pieces, The Persistence of Memory, Soft Watch at the Moment 

of First Explosion and The Disintegration of the Persistence of Memory, the viewer can see 

the connection between all three and how each work affects the audience emotionally in similar 

and strong ways. There are several elements that are incorporated into each work; one of these 

elements is the melting clocks. "It is not clear why these melting watches are so startling and 

memorable, but they do suggest several powerful associations. They illustrate how time can be 

fluid, as in a dream (Salvador Dali Museum)." Salvador Dali's incorporation of these surreal 

techniques accentuated the mysterious and unexplainable in his works. This pushed forth a 

strong sense of emotion in his audience. 

Another tool of the surrealism movement that Salvador Dali used to create the emotional 

response he wanted from each of his works was the use of a cool toned color scheme. The cool 

tones in the color schemes of each of these works creates the sense of a surreal image and 

emphasized the dream-like qualities presented. It also helped to generate a sense of continuity 

between the three images; it linked them is !Setting and feel. These three works by Salvador Dali 

also incorporate some of the same themes. Continuing to keep the focus on the images of the 

clocks and stopwatches, the theme of the permanence and continuation of time emerges. In The 

Persistence of Memory, Soft Watch at the Moment of First Explosion, and 171e Disintegration 

of the persistence of Memory these clocks are incorporated as a symbol of the flow of time; 

the presence of these watches also helps to link the images together. 

The analysis ignores emotion, and when emotion is mentioned in the argument, 
it has no bearing either on evidence or analysis presented in the essay:
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First time any explanation is offered as to 
what these emotions might be:

Even so, it is 
left 
incredibly 
vague:
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