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Woodall GNETS  

Mission Statement 

 

To create a climate of cooper-

ation and socio-emotional 

competence through explicit 

modeling of behaviors and 

expectations for students and 

staff. 

A community of lifelong learners, responsible  citizens, and champions of success! 

Message from Mrs. L. Thornton  

     Director 

 

 

Greetings Parents, 
 
We are here in the month of Novem-
ber.  Therefore, New Month, New Day, 
New Date, New Chapter, New Page, 
and New Wishes!  Welcome Novem-
ber!  
 
During the month of November please 
take note of the following school clos-
ings and events: 
 
November 12th— Veteran’s Day (NO 
SCHOOL) 
 
November 13th—Progress 
Reports 
 
November 19th—23th—
Thanksgiving Break  
 
NO SCHOOL 
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Notes from the Desk of —   

Dr. Chiko Saiwa—  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Positive interactions is when you: 
 

Show the student which behavior you like by giving positive 
consequences (i.e. attention) 

Recognize inappropriate behavior as a need to teach the per-
son appropriate behavior 

Establish yourself as a safe person to be around 
      Maintain self-control 
      Have a plan 

Practice these tools for positive behavior change 
 
 “Research has shown that the most effective way to 
reduce problem behavior ..... is to strengthen desirable 
behavior through positive reinforcement rather than 
trying to weaken undesira-
ble behavior using aversive 
or negative processes.” 
 



Notes from the Desk of —  Dr. Leon Rodgers  

Forensic/Licensed Clinical Social Worker 

Some Aspects of Childhood Trauma 

Although traumatized adults are typically challenged by intrusive thoughts and images, 
children tend to re-experience trauma differently. They will often have nightmares, re-enact 
the event in artwork or play, re-enact the event behaviorally, or express it through memo-
ries. 

Flashbacks often take the form of terrifying dreams, replaying the disturbing event with all 
the accompanying feelings of terror and anguish. Normally children’s bad dreams reflect 
normal developmental anxieties and aspirations. After experiencing trauma, however, 
dreams often become very literal and repetitive. Normally, they would wake up before being 
caught in a bad dream about being chased by an animal or person. In a post-trauma dream, 
however, they may end up being attacked, injured, or even killed. 

Children also re-experience trauma through play that re-enacts elements of the traumatic 
event. Normal play is three-dimensional. It is creative and helps them solve problems. 
Traumatic play is two-dimensional or repetitious and leads to stagnation rather than 
growth. The same thoughts and feelings keep re-surfacing: helplessness, terror, nervous-
ness, loss, etc. 

Behavioral re-enactment resembles traumatic play closely although the child experiences 
each activity differently. It involves patterns of everyday behavior that include specific as-
pects of the traumatic event. For example sexually provocative behavior can be a way of re-
enacting sexual abuse, even though the child might define or explain the behavior as 
“normal.” 

Body memories can be a form of physical discomfort. Under stress, a child may experience 
that same uncomfortable sensation associated with their traumatic event. Alternatively, he 
or she may experience psychosomatic symptoms such as headaches, abdominal pain, racing 
heart, dizziness, insomnia, etc. 
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Notes from the Desk of —   

Mrs. Sommer Lewis— Social Service Tech 

 

This year we have a focus on the theme “Parental Involvement, Promotes Educa-
tional Success”. Involvement from parents and guardians connects school and 
home. 

Research shows that parental/guardian involvement results in: 

 Students earning higher grades and test scores 

 School attendance increases; earning more educational instructional time 

 Students having better social skills. Show improved behavior, and adapt well 
to school 

 Students go on to postsecondary education as a mean of thriving in the com-
munity and adulthood. 

We hope that each of you are receiving your reminder text messages via phone 
regarding our events at Woodall.  Also the monthly newsletter and website:  
http://sites.muscogee.k12.ga.us/woodall/.  Please feel free to reach out if you are 
not receiving the latest information.  I can be contacted at 706-320-2270. 

 

Sommer Lewis  

Social Service Tech 

 

 

 



Notes from the Desk of —   

Mr. David Ebron—LCSW 

WHAT IS PLAY THERAPY? 

...toys are the child’s words! 

I am often asked the question “what is play therapy?”  Below is a 
brief explanation. 

Initially developed in the turn in the 20th century, today play ther-
apy refers to a large number of treatment methods, all applying the 
therapeutic benefits of play.  Play therapy differs from regular play 
in that the therapist helps children to address and resolve their own 
problems.  Play therapy builds on the natural way that children 
learn about themselves and their relationships in the world around 
them (Axline, 1947; Carmichael, 2006; Landreth, 2002).  Through 
play therapy, children learn to communicate with others, express 
feelings, modify behavior, develop problem-solving skills, and learn 
a variety of ways of relating to others.  Play provides a safe psycho-
logical distance from their problems and allows expression of 
thoughts and feelings appropriate to their development. 

APT defines play therapy as “the systematic use of a the-
oretical model to establish an interpersonal process 
wherein trained play therapists use the therapeutic pow-
ers of play to help clients prevent or resolve psychosocial 
difficulties and achieve optimal growth and develop-
ment.” 
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Notes from the Desk of —   

Chauntell Beal— Behavior Specialist 

 

Greetings, 

Parents I encourage you to question your child about the daily social skills les-

sons and activities. Students at Woodall have been very successful with working 

on their social skills using the Skillstreaming Program. This program is teach-

ing our children and adolescents social skills necessary to lead effective and sat-

isfying personal and interpersonal lives. Parents please continue to take time to 

check over your child point sheets. This is our bridge to connect the gap be-

tween home and school. Each student receive a copy of their point sheet daily to 

be sent home. In the event, you don’t receive a copy from your child please feel 

free to contact Mrs. Beal. Thank you parents for completing the Strengths and 

Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ) and Behavior Assessment System for Chil-

dren, Third Edition (BASC™–3). We must continue to work together for our 

students. Enjoy your holiday break! 
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Notes from the Desk of —   

Dr. Vytoris Sanford— Instructional Specialist 

 

Students in grades K-8 will begin taking the Quality Benchmark As-

sessments (QBA) from October 1, 2018 through October 19, 

2018.  The District Benchmark assessments are intended to be some-

thing between formative and summative assessments. They are fixed 

assessments, evaluating students against specific grade-level stand-

ards and learning goals rather than simply taking a quick pulse of 

understanding. However, unlike summative assessments, the pur-

pose of benchmarking is not to determine content mastery. Instead, 

the goal of benchmarking is to identify students’ academic strengths 

and weaknesses and use that information to guide future instruc-

tion, and support success on later summative and high-stakes tests. 

Please make sure that students are present and well rested each day.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

Veteran’s Day Observed 

November 12, 2018  

No School 

 

 

Thanksgiving Break 

November 19—23, 

2018 

No School 
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*****Attention Par-

ents***** 

 

Students will be al-

lowed to purchase 

snack items from the 

cafeteria and the items 

will range in price 

from .50¢ to $1.00.  

*Please note in order to purchase it will be based 

on the behavior of the student.  

 

—— ———————————————

—— ————————-- 

If you have any questions in regards to the GNETS 

program contact: 

Ms. Nakeba Rahming—State Director 

nrahming@boe.k12.ga.us 

  


