
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), reau-
thorizes the  

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 
which was signed into law in December of 2015, 
putting an end to the No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB) version of ESEA originating in 2002.  
This established the American federal govern-
ment’s expanded role in funding public education.  
The law replaced NCLB and was modified but did 
not eliminate provisions relating to the standard-
ized tests given to students. ESSA shifts the law’s 
federal accountability provisions to the states.    

The Every Student Succeeds Act will not be enact-
ed into public schools until the 2017-18 school 
year.  During the 2016-17 school year all schools 
will be in transition to await the guidelines set 
forth for the 2017-18 school year.   
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Accountability Information 

 

The Georgia Department of Edu-

cation will no longer distin-

guishes schools by Adequate 

Yearly Progress (AYP) or Needs 

Improvement (NI) status.  Based 

on the Flexibility Waver, Title I 

schools’ designations are Priori-

ty, Focus, Opportunity and Re-

ward  Schools.  The categories of 

school designations are described 

as follows: 

Priority School - (Identified eve-
ry three years and must sub-
mit a Flexible Learning Plan 
to support the Flexible Learn-
ing Program).  These schools 
were among the lowest five 
percent of Title I schools in 

the state based on the achieve-
ment of the “All subgroup” on 
statewide assessments. At high 
school, these schools have a 
graduation rate of less than 60 
percent over  a number of years.   

Focus School - (Identified every 
three years and must submit a 
Flexible Learning Plan to sup-
port the Flexible Learning Pro-
gram).  These schools are Title I 
schools that have the largest 
within-school gaps between the 
highest-achieving subgroup 
and the lowest-achieving sub-
group.  

Reward School – (Identified annu-
ally) Highest Performing 
Schools or High-Progress 
Schools.  
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Rigdon Road Elementary School Designation and  
Academic Performance 

Data from the 2015 GMAS in ELA and mathematics, revealed Rigdon Road Elementary School has a significant 
achievement gap between the highest achieving subgroup and the lowest achieving subgroup. Therefore, Rigdon 
Road has been identified as a Focus School.  The results from the assessments are depicted in the charts below.  
Each decimal represents the percentage of beginning, developing, proficient, and distinguished learners.  The +/- 
row signifies whether each grade level is having an increase or decrease in the respective category.  The results 
show that though progress is being made in some areas, Math, and ELA still fall below system and state expecta-
tions.   

Georgia Milestones Assessment System (GMAS)  
Proficiency Levels (Beginning Learner, Developing Learner, Proficient Learner, and Distinguished Learner) 

 

 

GMAS Scores for ELA (Percentage) 
  Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
  Begin-

ning 
Learner 

Develop-
ing 

Learner 
Profi-
cient 

Learner 
Distin-
guished 
Learner 

Begin-
ning 

Learner 
Develop-

ing 
Learner 

Profi-
cient 

Learner 
Distin-
guished 
Learner 

Begin-
ning 

Learner 
Develop-

ing 
Learner 

Profi-
cient 

Learner 
Distinguished 

Learner 

14-15 54.8 30.1 11.0 4.1 56.4 25.6 16.7 1.3 50.8 33.8 13.8 1.5 
15-16 61.9 28.6 9.5 0.0 54.4 38.0 6.3 1.3 40.3 44.4 13.9 1.4 

+/- +7.1 -1.5 1.5 -4.1 -2.0 +12.4 -10.4 0.0 -10.5 +10.6 +0.1 -0.1 

GMAS Scores for Math (Percentage) 
  Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 
  Begin-

ning 
Learner 

Develop-
ing 

Learner 
Profi-
cient 

Learner 
Distin-
guished 
Learner 

Begin-
ning 

Learner 
Develop-

ing 
Learner 

Profi-
cient 

Learner 
Distin-
guished 
Learner 

Begin-
ning 

Learner 
Develop-

ing 
Learner 

Profi-
cient 

Learner 
Distinguished 

Learner 

14-15 50.0 33.3 16.7 0.0 47.4 44.9 7.7 0.0 40.0 41.5 16.9 1.5 
15-16 56.6 38.6 4.8 0.0 60.0 33.8 6.3 0.0 42.5 38.4 16.4 2.7 

+/- +6.6 +5.3 -11.9 0.0 +12.6 -11.1 -1.4 0.0 +2.5 -3.1 -0.5 +1.2 
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What is a Flexible Learning  

Program (FLP)? 

Flexible Learning Program (FLP) 
should be an extension of a Local 
Educational Agency’s normal 
school day, week, or year to pro-
vide additional instruction or edu-
cational programs for all eligible 
Title I students beyond the state-
mandated requirements for the 
minimum number of hours in a 
school day, days in a school week, 
or days or weeks in a school year. 

 It is an alternative supplemental 
instructional intervention that 
allows LEA’s greater flexibility 
in designing an extended learn-
ing program. 

 FLP should go above and be-
yond the teaching methods that 
are utilized with the students 

during the regular school 
day. 

Purpose of Flexible Learning 
Programs 

FLP should be a learning pro-

gram that will provide those stu-

dents at-risk of failing with addi-

tional learning opportunities and 

supports that will assist the stu-

dent in achieving the skills nec-

essary to master the ability to 

pass the state’s standardized test 

in core academic subjects.  

The Flexible Learning Program 

will be conducted on the Rigdon 

Road campus on Tuesday’s and 

Thursday’s from 3:00—5:00 

PM.  The academic focus will be 

on Mathematics and English 

Language Arts.  Transportation 

will be provided. 

Students will have access to a    

scientifically-based researched, 

hands-on program called the 

STRIDE Academy, resources, as 

well as other instructional aides.  

The class size is kept at a mini-

mum so all teachers can provide 

small group, differentiated, one-

on-one and computerized instruc-

tion. 

implement, and evaluate strate-
gies for school improvement. 

 Utilize Academic Coach  to 
help improve instruction for 
increased student achievement.  

 Utilize Teacher Support 
and Coaching (TSC) to imple-
ment Best  Practices. 

 Use of collaborative plan-
ning to discuss and review 
teaching strategies and tech-
niques that lead to student suc-
cess. 

 Expand the use of the data-
analysis committee to address 
the four major content areas to 
improve results on the Georgia 
Milestones Assessment       
System.  

 

 

 

 

 

A  num-
ber of actions are being taken this 
year to improve student achieve-
ment at  Rigdon Road Elementary 
School.  Rigdon Road Elementary 
School will focus its efforts on    
continuous improvement by doing 
the following things: 

 Develop professional learning 

communities to increase faculty 
teamwork and encourage student 
learning. 

 Use of Leadership Team and 
Curriculum Council to develop,  

 Implement a comprehensive 
attendance program to address 
absenteeism and tardiness. 

 Use the Student Support 
Team (SST) to identify, plan, 
and recommend different        
instructional strategies for      
students experiencing difficulty 
in meeting academic standards. 

 

If you have questions regarding the 
actions above, contact the school at 

706-565-2989 

What is Rigdon Road Elementary School Doing to Address  

Student Achievement? 

Rigdon Road Elementary School  

FLP at Rigdon Road Elementary School  



Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE) – 
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-
Standards/Pages/default.aspx 

 
 

Mathematics Georgia Standards of Excellence- 
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-
Standards/Pages/Math.aspx 

 
 

English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy Geor-
gia Standards of Excellence  
https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-
Standards/Pages/ELA.aspx   

 
 

Parent Engagement Program CCGPS Re-
sources – http://www.gadoe.org/School-
Improvement/Federal-
Programs/Partnerships/Pages/Parent-
Engagement-Program.aspx  

 

Rigdon Road Elementary School  
 

 1320 Rigdon Road   
Columbus, GA 31906 

                                
Telephone:  

706-565-2989 
 

Fax:  
706-565-2994 

 
Website:  

 
http://sites.muscogee.k12.ga.us/rigdon/ 

  

Charleen Robinson, Principal 

Larraine Smith, Assistant Principal 

 Zara Williams, Academic Coach 

India Eubanks, FLP Lead 

 

Ways Parents Can Help the School Meet Academic Performance Targets 

As a parent or an adult who plays an 
important role in the life of a child, 
your involvement in your child's edu-
cation at school and at home shows 
your child that you value education. 
You can help your child to do his or 
her best in school by doing the follow-
ing:   

 Check the parent portal on a regu-
lar basis for the latest information  
on your child’s grades and attend-
ance.   

 Make sure your child attends 
school every day so he can learn 
what is needed to do well in 
school, to do well on tests, and to 
meet the standards set for his 
grade level.  

 Take an interest in your child's 
school work and in the results of 
the tests he/she takes in school.  

 

 Use real world applications as 

opportunities to focus on mathe-
matics and reading.  

 Participate in parent workshops 
coordinated by the Parent Contact 
to build parent capacity and to 
help the school achieve its contin-
uous improvement targets as well 
as short- and long-range goals. 

 Provide a quiet place at home for 
your child to do homework as-
signments that reinforce what she 
is learning at school.  

 Work with your child at home as 
well as with his school and teach-
er to help him become a good 
reader. Good reading skills are 
important to success in school and 
to doing well on tests.  

 Schedule and attend parent-
teacher conferences to meet with 
your child's teachers, to find out 
how your child is doing, and to 
review his/her work.  

 Join the PTA or other parent 
group to see how you can help 
the school reach its goals.  

 Stay up-to-date on school poli-
cies, schedules and rules. Ask 
about opportunities to participate 
in the development of school 
policies.  

 Check the school's website regu-
larly.  

 Provide a current email address 
to the school to improve the line 
of communication between home 
and school. 

 Contact your child's teacher or 
counselor if you have any con-
cerns about what's going on with 
your child at school.  
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