
Transitioning from Middle 
School to High School 



What is the role of the High School?

“The ultimate role of the high school is to 
produce students who are ready to enter 
the workforce, college, technical college or 
the military and be productive, responsible 
citizens in only 4 years. Students need to 
see the relevancy of success in HS.”



Middle School Vs. High School

• Middle school students usually 
move from class to class with a 
team.

• Middle school students have 
an allotted time to get to class 
and specified times to go to 
their lockers.

• Middle school students usually 
walk in straight lines together.

• High school students are not 
escorted to class.

• Students have an allotted 
time to get to class and can 
go to lockers when needed.

• High school students have 
more freedom, but must 
develop more responsibility.



• Middle school teachers 
nurture, encourage and 
teach students during 
their developmental 
stage.

• Middle school students 
often finish homework at 
school and may or may 
not have homework every 
night.

• High school teachers are trained 
to prepare students for college, 
technical school, or other post-
secondary options of their choice.

• High school students have to be 
more responsible for lessons and 
required assignments.

• High school students have 
homework or study every night to 
stay ahead and be prepared for 
the rigor of high school.

Middle School Vs. High School



• Middle school students 
take the Georgia 
Milestones End of Grade 
(EOG) tests.

• Middle school students 
test in Reading and Math 
on the Georgia 
Milestones, while 8th

graders also test in 
Science and Social 
Studies.

• Middle school students 
take P.E. every year.

• High school students take the Georgia Milestones End of 
Course tests (EOC) tests.

1. English Language Arts
• Ninth Grade Literature and Composition
• American Literature and Composition

2. Mathematics
1. Algebra I or Coordinate Algebra
2. Geometry or Analytic Geometry

3. Science
1. Biology
2. Physical Science

4. Social Studies
1. United States History
2. Economics/Business/Free Enterprise

• High school students are only required to take P.E. Freshman 
Year.

Middle School Vs. High School



What Parents Can Do To Help 
With High School Success:

• Stay in contact with the school.
• Get to know the counselors and parent liaison.
• Attend parent meetings.
• Know what is going on with your child academically.
• Make sure you have an Infinite Campus Login.
• Be familiar with high school requirements.
• Be involved with your child’s education.
• Have regular discussions with your child about their future.



Parents, if you don’t have access to 
your kids grades online for Infinite 
Campus, please check with your 
child’s school to get access. You can 
check grades for each class, check 
attendance, and more. You can get 
notifications every time grades are 
entered by the teacher. This will 
allow you to keep up with what 
assignments are completed or what 
assignments are late. Also, your 
students can download the app to 
teach them responsibility in keeping 
up with their own assignments. 

There is also an app to check grades 
on your phone. The app is called 
Campus Portal and looks like the 
picture above. It is available on Apple 
and Android phones. You will have 
access to grades right at your 
fingertips.



Types of High Schools
• Traditional: Your Home School

• Magnets:
George Washington Carver (STEM)

Columbus High (Liberal Arts)

Hardaway High School (IB-International Baccalaureate)

Jordan Vocational (College and Career Academy)

Kendrick (Graphics & Design)

Northside (Engineering Design & Technology)

Rainey-McCullers School of the Arts (Fine Arts)

William Henry Shaw (Mass Communications)

William Henry Spencer (Computer Science & Electronic Game Design)

There is an application process. Check with each school or the school district website 
for deadlines.

Attendance
Grades
Community service/Volunteer
Extra-curricular activities
Research school



Courses and Credits

Traditional Scheduling (55 mins): 
For every class passed with a 70, students earn 

credits. 
English/Language Arts = 4

Mathematics = 4
Science = 4 

Social Studies = 3
Health = .5

Physical Education= .5
CTAE and/or Modern Language and or Fine Arts = 3

Electives = 4
TOTAL UNITS REQUIRED = 23



Clubs & Organizations 

DECA: Distributive Education Clubs of America (Marketing Education)

FBLA: Future Business Leaders of America 

FCCLA: Family Career and Community Leaders of America 

HOSA: Health Occupations Students of America 

JROTC: Junior Reserve Officer Training Corp 

SADD: Students Against Destructive Decisions / Peer 
Helpers 

SKILLS USA: Students preparing for careers in trade, 
technical and skilled service occupations.

Academic Decathlon: Academic competition for all students from all academic backgrounds. 

These are just a few examples. Check with your high school to see all available clubs.



Policies & Procedures

• Grade Requirements

• Attendance (no more than 15 days)

• Conduct

• Dress Code

• Curriculum

• Extracurricular Activities

• Policy Committees
• District Parent Committee
• Events/Workshops
• PTA/PTO/PTSA
• Presenters (College &Career 

Day)
• Volunteer at your child’s school

Volunteer Opportunities

Contact your child’s school for more information.



What is a High School Portfolio?

The portfolio is a way of collecting and 
organizing academic, extracurricular 
activities, and job related experiences. It 
will be helpful to students when 
planning for college and other post-
secondary opportunities.



Make Your Portfolio
• Community Service
• Volunteering Record
• Extracurricular Activities
• Awards/Honors
• Scholarship Record (copies)
• Grades 
• References
• Transcripts (official and unofficial)
• ACT/SAT/PSAT Scores







Official Transcript

Official and Unofficial Transcripts



Take the SAT and/or ACT.
A good time to start taking 
the SAT/ACT is early in the 
junior year of high school. 
Some students have even 
taken it during their 
sophomore year. Your 
child’s high school has 
resources related to the 
SAT, ACT and ASVAB (entry 
test for the military) that 
are available for checkout.



Scholarships
• Local Community Scholarships
• Scholarship search engines 

(Fastweb, Scholarships.com, etc.)
• Look for specific scholarships

This book is a great resources for looking for 
scholarships. There are scholarships offered for 
students in middle school also. 



This is a list of scholarships that 
are local to the Columbus, 
Georgia area. It is never too 
early to start looking for 
scholarships. Ninth grade is a 
perfect time to start looking. 
You can also begin looking 
online for available 
scholarships.



muscogee.k12.ga.us

www.khanacademy.org

www.gafutures.org

www.scholarships.com

www.fastweb.com

Helpful 
Websites:

http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.gafutures.org/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/


If you have questions, you can reach out to the high school in which your 
child is assigned for the 2020-2021 school year. Also, please email any 
questions to ealy.veverlyn.g@muscogee.k12.ga.us. I will be more than 
happy to find any answers for you.

Thank you parents!!

mailto:ealy.veverlyn.g@muscogee.k12.ga.us

